Celebrating our learning and achievements at WISS (PYP)
At WISS, our Schoolwide learner outcomes are that we develop in our students the ability and the opportunities to discover and create, wonder and Inquire, become genuine Global Citizens whilst all the time developing their Skill and Intellect through their learning.  In order to meet these outcomes at WISS we create learning environments and opportunities that empower our students and encourage them to take responsibility for their learning.

As the centre of our learning community, we view all of our students as competent learners with ideas, questions and wonders to be listened to. We encourage different learning experiences that are differentiated to accommodate the range of abilities and learning styles within our classrooms.

During the annual Student Led Conferences(SLCs) , you will hear throughout the school the happy chatter of our students from aged 3 years to 12 years as they take charge of their learning and share with their parents and families their learning journey, their challenges through this journey and their many successes. 

As we encourage the development of the whole child, our focus is not just on academic achievement. As adults we are very aware of what they have learnt, as evident in many Curriculum documents, the SLCs are more an opportunity for students to share with their parents how they learnt things, what strategies they used, to discuss the road bumps they encountered and how they felt about their learning. Students talk about process, the choices they have as a learner and the different strategies, manipulatives, and medias available to them as a learner. Students are able to honestly present to parents their learning and set goals towards the next steps and ways they can achieve these goals.  
The SLCs put the responsibility of the teaching and learning into the hands of our students and not only help to develop and support qualities from the Learner Profile but also present an opportunity for students to share their learning with their parents, giving more responsibility to the students for their own part in the learning process.  
During the design and set-up of the SLCs students are involved in the selection of their own work to show parents and are encouraged to discuss their learning with their parents to identify points of strength and areas for further growth. 
The format of the SLCs through the PYP may vary a little, as is developmentally appropriate for the age group. Generally the SLCs take the format of a map or a journey as students lead their parents to different learning centres and stations and may also stop to share and reflect on their Student Portfolio as a basis for discussion with their parents about their learning. SLCs usually finish with a reflection that is completed by both the parent and the student together. 
During the SLCs students take on the leadership role, or as my little Nursery friends will tell you, they are the “teacher” today.  Through the format of the SLCs academic growth is shown to parents through the use of stations and the student portfolio and it is one more step towards becoming life long learners by taking an active role in their learning, motivating students to take more ownership for their work, allowing parents and students to see progress over time and evaluate together their work. 
The format enhances students’ oral communication skills, builds students’ self-confidence and develops home-school relationships. Through the format of SLCs we are constantly amazed to see parents learning and discovering new things about their child and being able to celebrate in their enthusiasm and confidence for their learning. They provide parents with an opportunity to be an active listener and participant in their child’s learning and a calm positive environment to discuss their child’s successes and challenges with their child and identify together the ways they can offer support to help their child achieve their own goals – the SLC provides students with the ultimate responsibility as the Learner and allows them to celebrate their learning with their Parents.

In Grade 5, the final year of the PYP, students share their learning, their development of the transdisciplinary skills and their understanding of the PYP through the PYP Exhibition. The Exhibition is a 6 – 8 week student driven inquiry that culminates in a celebration of learning and students sharing their learning journey with the Extended WISS learning community.  The Exhibition is seen as the final celebration of our young learners as they certainly do wonder and inquire through questioning, through research and through interviews, as they continue to develop their skills and intellect as they delve into real world problems within a local and global context, as they discover new learnings, understandings, talents and challenges and create solutions and ways to show their learning, and as they take that one more step towards being responsible for their own learning, for their local environment and community and for themselves. The Exhibition is a true “celebration of learning”.

